Late infection of pancreatic necrosis: A separate entity in necrotizing pancreatitis with low mortality.
Several studies have examined on the timing of the onset of infected necrosis and organ failure. The duration of these two complications and the effects of different durations of these two complications have not been mentioned. Our aim was to investigate the durations of these two complications and the corresponding effects of the different durations. A post-hoc analysis was performed on a prospective database containing 578 patients with necrotizing pancreatitis. The patients who received intervention were divided into subgroups based on different durations of the two complications, and the outcomes were compared. The mortality rate in patients with late infection (occurred after 30 days) was lower than in the early (infection occurred within 30 days) group (3% vs. 22%, P < 0.05). The mortality rate in patients with long duration (>7 days) of infection before intervention was similar with those patients with short duration (≤7 days) of infection (6/27 vs. 11/74; P = 0.38). The mortality rate in patients with long duration (>7 days) of organ failure before intervention was higher than in patients with short duration (≤7 days) of organ failure (31/99 vs. 18/184; P < 0.001). Patients with late developed infection of pancreatic necrosis showed significantly better prognosis than patients with early infection. The duration of organ failure before intervention was correlated with mortality of necrotizing pancreatitis.